
CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

LGBT Themes in African American History 

  

The Journal of African American History is planning a Special Issue on the connections between Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual, and Transsexual (LGBT) subjects or topics and the history of African American life, 

culture, and politics.  Over the past twenty-five years, the field of LGBT historical studies has grown 

rapidly, and yet up until quite recently, the scholarship has not addressed questions of race in general, or 

the African American past in particular.  Historiographical debates over the merits of a minoritarian 

versus a queer methodology stimulated important conversations about modes of research and writing, but 

the unspoken assumptions were that the proper object of inquiry was white and that resistance against 

homophobia had little or nothing to do with survival in a racist culture.  

 

The explosion of literature on the civil rights campaigns, Black Power and black radicalism, and 

urbanization has not expanded to document the role of black LGBT activists, organizations, or 

communities.  Too often powerful critical tools for analyzing racial formation have not been applied to 

the construction of sexuality, and vice versa.  This Special Issue proposes to correct the missed 

connections between these overlapping narratives of race and sexuality, and present cutting-edge 

scholarship on LGBT themes in African American history from a wide variety of theoretical and 

methodological perspectives, involving archival, cultural, and oral sources. 

 

Topics and subject matter constituting the intersection between African Americans and LGBT historical 

inquiries could include: 1) African American family, youth, and LGBT issues historically; 2) the impact 

of religion, and notions of respectability, masculinity, and femininity on the construction of black LGBT 

identity;  3) the connections between Civil Rights and Gay Rights and between Black Power and Gay 

Liberation; 4) African American communities and the AIDS epidemic; 5) LGBT subjectivity in African 

American film, music, and entertainment; 6) the contribution of LGBT African Americans to the hair, 

fashion, commercial art industries, as well as the performing arts; 7) political and economic interactions 

between African Americans and LGBT social justice organizations; 8) the historical encounter between 

black LGBT actors and the state, the military, or prison systems; 9) the impact of urbanization, including 

segregation, crime and violence, policing, and sex work on black LGBT lives and organizations. 

 

Essays should be no more than 35 typed, double-spaced pages (12 point font), including endnotes.  The 

JAAH uses the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition (Chicago, IL, 2010) for citations. Guidelines for 

manuscript submission are published in the JAAH and on the JAAH website: http://www.jaah.org; for 

inquiries the email address is: vpf1019@aol.com. Submitted essays will be peer reviewed. Your cover 

letter should include the title of your essay, name, postal address, e-mail address, and phone number. 

Your essay should begin with the title of the essay and should NOT include your name. Please send three 

(3) hard copies of your manuscript to: 

 

Dr. Kevin Mumford, Guest Editor 

c/o V. P. Franklin, Editor, 

The Journal of African American History 

University of New Orleans 

Department of History 

2000 Lake Shore Drive 

New Orleans, LA 70148 

 

Submission Deadline: 1 March 2018 

mailto:vpf1019@aol.com

