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Places of History: The Case of Nineteenth Century Charleston, South Carolina,” in Interpreting
African American History and Culture at Museums and Historic Sites (2015). Powers is the
author of Black Charlestonians: A Social History 1822-1885, (1994) a Choice Magazine
Outstanding Academic Book for 1995. He was an associate editor of the Encyclopedia of South
Carolina (2006). Most recently he co-authored We Are Charleston: Tragedy and Triumph at
Mother Emanuel(2016). His current research examines African Methodism in South Carolina.
Bernard Powers has appeared in documentary films, including recently the PBS production,
“African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross” and “Emanuel: the Untold Story of the Victims and
Survivors of the Charleston Church Shooting.” Powers has been extensively involved in public
history and has served as a consultant for historic sites. He is the founding past president of the
Charleston Branch of ASALH. He was also president of the South Carolina Historical
Association and of the Advisory Board of the Avery Research Center for African American
History and Culture. He is an emeritus trustee of the Historic Charleston Foundation and a
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Charleston.




