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JOHN HERVEY WHEELER, BLACK BANKING AND 
THE ECONOMIC STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

John Hervey Wheeler (1908–1978) was one of the civil rights 
movement’s most influential leaders. In articulating a bold 

vision of regional prosperity grounded in full citizenship and 
economic power for African Americans, this banker, lawyer, 
and visionary would play a key role in the fight for racial and 

economic equality throughout North Carolina.
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