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Edna Greene Medford, Ph.D., is Professor of History Emerita and former Associate
Provost for Faculty Affairs at Howard University. Her research has focused on
American slavery, the Civil War, Emancipation and Reconstruction. Over the last 35
years, she has shared her scholarship through publications as well as providing
commentary for historical documentaries, participating in media interviews, and
presenting invited talks here and abroad. She is the author of Lincoln and
Emancipation (in its second printing), co-author of The Emancipation Proclamation:
Three Views, and editor of the history report for New York’s African Burial Ground
Project. She has also authored numerous refereed articles and book chapters that have
appeared in both national and international publications. She is currently co-
authoring a book-length study of a midwestern Black family’s remarkable journey in
the generational pursuit of freedom and equality in America. Dr. Medford is the
recipient of several honors and awards, among them the 2009 special bicentennial
“Order of Lincoln,” from the state of Illinois; the College of Liberal Arts Alumni
Achievement Award from the University of Illinois at Urbana (2013), the Lincoln
Diploma of Honor from Lincoln Memorial University (2014); and the Howard
University Distinguished Faculty Award (2021).
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