SLAVERY’S SECRET
The Lives of Free Blacks

WHO: John Lett is a longtime journalist, native of the _
Washington, D.C. area and member of Association for

;‘-“_. - the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH). 2
-7 For more thana decade he has collected historical
_ documents that belunged to free blacks durmg tj\e U. 5,., o
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~ WHAT: During the era of slavery, fhodﬁaﬁdi of ﬁ'ﬁ'i can SR
| L Agencans lived free. Despite racism and poverty, e ]
~ some became entrepteneurs, accumulated land and £ N
= g wealth, and in rare cases, became slave owners.On ~ =
[ A February 10, an exhibit will shed light on the lives of - A A
St L these free African Americans. Artlfacts on dlsplaywljl ;
; include slave papers, freedom documents, landéeeds,

- employment records, pﬁutns and t"fi'u‘if!t ﬂu{unmnts
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