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Dr. Lopez D. Matthews, Jr.
Class of 2027

Lopez D. Matthews Jr., Ph.D,, is the State
Archivist and Public Records Administrator for
the District of Columbia. In this capacity, he
serves as the Historian of the District of
Columbia, Chair of the D.C. Historical Records
Advisory Board, and Director of the DC Office
of Public Records and Archives. A native of
Baltimore Maryland, he earned a BS in History
from Coppin State University in 2004. He then
earned a master’'s degree in Public History and

Archival Administration from Howard University in 2006 and a Ph.D. in United States
History from Howard University in 2009.

Currently, he is a member of the Council of State Archivists and an Executive Council
Member of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History. He has
published several articles and is the author of Howard University in the World Wars: Men
and Women Serving the Nation. He is the host of In Retrospect and Prospect where he
interviews practitioners about African American history projects for ASALH TV. In 2020,
he became a Senior Advisor to the US Truth, Healing, and Transformation Leadership
Group. In 2023, he was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior to the Mary McLeod
Bethune Historic Site Federal Advisory Committee as an expert in Digital Archives.
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